	Minutes of the Meeting of the Cumbria Junior Squash Committee held at 

Penrith RUFC on Wednesday 30 September  2009

	
	
	Action

	Attendance
	David Henderson, Ian Lowrey, Linda Winder, Daniel Cronin and John Honeyman
	

	Apologies
	Ronnie Bell
	

	Minutes of the last Meeting
	The minutes of the last meeting were verbally presented by DH and were accepted as a true record
	

	Matters Arising
	The main agenda item from the previous meeting was the county junior championship and this is covered in the minute below
	

	County Junior Closed 26/27 September 2009
	Taking into account the organisational regime change, it was generally considered that the county championships had gone well, with no major hitches reported except that covered below.
Clubs had generally provided the required support to ensure effective court management

One complaint had been received, from the grandparent of one of the players, about the quality of refereeing/marking in a match involving U17 boys from Windscale & Carlisle.  As the complaint was first received on the Saturday afternoon of the championships, DH had investigated the circumstances by asking 2 witnesses for their opinions.  JH had also discussed the incident with the referee/marker.

The junior committee came to the following conclusions in relation to the complaint:

· That the quality of refereeing/marking is not something that the organiser(s) have much control over in an event like this.  Given that we are reliant upon volunteers to fill this role, then we must accept that there will be differences in the interpretation and application of the rules of squash and it is the organisers’ job to support them
· It was the view of the junior committee that the Windscale player had been in breach of the code of conduct published by England Squash and, as such, could have been disqualified on the basis of actions he took in response to refereeing decisions

· That the Windscale coach would discuss the incident with the player concerned 
Some players did not attend the plate competitions on the second day meaning some players travelled considerable distances to find there was no-one to play.  Club representatives will be asked, through the minutes, to remind players of their commitments in this respect

Efforts will be made to ensure that next year’s championship operate under a MONRAD format 

DH expressed his concerns, as tournament organiser, about 2 aspects of the entry list received for the championships:

1. the low entry from girls,  50% of the number from boys although the overall entry was almost the same as last year

2. Continuing concerns that 2 of the county’s major clubs, Penrith & Kendal, have no junior entries

Additionally, 3 main trophies were not returned for presentation, DH to chase the custodians to recover
	W’scle coach to be asked to discuss the incident with the player involved

Club reps

DH
DH

	Cumbria Junior Rankings 09/10
	The principles to be applied to county rankings were discussed at length.  Although rankings 1 & 2 can clearly be given to the winners and runners-up, because there is no play-off, positions 3 & 4 cannot be determined  Similarly rankings 5 – 8 will apply to ¼ finalists who won matches in the previous round and, where applicable, positions 9 & 10 will be given to the plate winner & runner-up
DH will distribute a draft of the county rankings to club reps, for proof reading/comment, before the final rankings are published on the website

For future reference, the committee felt that there should be more opportunities offered for players to improve their rankings during the course of the season.  Currently this is restricted to the county closed and the January competition in Carlisle.  Clubs to be encouraged to bid to host up to 2 further ranking events
	DH as soon as possible

	County Representative teams
	Entries and team managers (volunteers) are as follows:
          Boys                                         Girls

U13 – manager vacancy

U15 – Jonathan Hobbs                       John Crichton

U17 – John Honeyman                        John Crichton

U19 – John Honeyman

DH apologised for the lack of attention that he had applied to this part of the junior organiser role, but committed himself to ensuring that team managers were supplied with the necessary details and paperwork ASAP

DH would make efforts to fill the U13 manager vacancy in time for the team’s first match on 25 October

Team managers will be allowed some licence in relation to team selection and order, recognising that some players who would normally be selected were injured/ill at the time when the championships took place and rankings made          
	DH

DH

Team mgrs

	Funding
	Nothing to report at the moment.
	

	Northern Performance Centre
	David Barnett has been in touch with DH and he will supply the names/e-mail addresses of the top-ranked players so that they can be invited to attend
	DH

	Development
	LW reported on a meeting that had been held earlier in the week with Chris Lenghorn, Angela Cwaczko and representatives of Cumbria Squash.  Chris is offering to manage a ‘mass coaching’ event at clubs with 4+ courts who are able to provide volunteer level 1 & 2 coaching support.  He proposes to run 3 x 2hour sessions in the day at a cost of £5 per participant.  The first of these sessions is scheduled for 5 December at Carlisle
	

	County junior coaching
	Given the low girl entry in the county championships, LW was asked to develop sessions, probably up to 1½ hours long, for girls in various age groups.  The county will support this initiative by paying for the coaching at a rate of £20 per hour.
Unfortunately a similar offer cannot be currently be made for the boys as, according to information received, the 2 likeliest coaches to be enlisted, Gary Thwaite and Gavin Stephenson, are not currently ES registered and licenced
	

	AOB
	Windscale have offered to organise and run an inter-club team competition during the course of the season.
Other clubs to be encouraged to volunteer to host competitions for the coming season, events which can be added to the county calendar

Next meeting will take place at: Penrith RUFC on Wednesday 4 November
	LW


